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Hamilton Folk Arts Heritage Council, 149 Main
St. E, Suite 101. Call 905-525-2297.

Hamilton Public Library, 55 York Blvd. Call 905-
546-3200, ext. 3406 or 3408.

❚ Mosaics and stained glass by Eve Crandall. On
display in April on the second floor.

❚ Hamilton at War: Illustrations of Hamilton’s
home efforts between 1939 to 1945 to commem-
orate the 60th anniversary of the end of the war,
showing this month, as part of the Out of the
Vaults exhibit, third floor.

❚ Bill Kish, on exhibit, fourth floor.

Joseph Brant Memorial Hospital, 1230 North
Shore Blvd. E., Burlington. Call 905-336-6499.

❚ Artway, first floor centre hallway: Portraits of
Canada’s Heritage by David Harrington and fami-
ly, showing throughout April.

❚ Artway on Two, second-floor rampway leading
to the family centre: Seasons by artists Carol
Bonnell, Ricky Blanken, Nora McDougald,
throughout April.

❚ Artway Three, Joseph Brant Community Health

Centre, lower level of the Brant Centre, 1182
North Shore Blvd.: portraits … landscapes … 
flowers … seascapes … by artist Grace Falco
Chambers, showing throughout April.

MacNab Gallery, 261 MacNab St. S. Call 905-
521-6974 or e-mail macnab.gallery@sympatico.ca

McMaster Museum of Art, Alvin A. Lee Building,
McMaster University, University Avenue at Ster-
ling Street. Call 905-525-9140, ext. 23081.

❚ untitled No. 27, celebrating the academic 
accomplishments of 27 distinctive, emerging
artists. Showing from May 1 to 29. Opening re-
ception takes place from 2 to 4 p.m. on May 1.
Lunchtime talk takes place 12:30 p.m. on May 4.

❚ Leaving their mark: work in video, installation,
painting and printmaking, featuring Shelly Bahl,
Yael Brotman and Libby Hague. Until May 15.

❚ Herman H. Levy Collection: continuing show of
works by Monet, Caillebotte, van Gogh, Soutine
and others.

McNaught Gallery, 191 James St. S. Open 10 a.m.
to 6 p.m., Tuesday to Saturday. 905-522-7773.

❚ Landscape paintings by Heather Pate, winter
scenes and Hamilton images by Lucille Forsyth,
Marcela Prikryl and E. Robert Ross, and a col-
lection of historical works by Thomas W.
Mitchell.

The Melanie Gillis Studio, 223 George St. (at
Locke Street between Main and King streets).
Call 905-297-7050, e-mail info@melaniegillis.
com or go to www.melaniegillis.com

❚ Weekend open-house portrait exhibition, featur-
ing Melanie Gillis’s black and white work, takes
place from 12 to 5 p.m. on May 7 & 8,  with a wine
and cheese reception from 8 to 10 p.m., May 8.

The Old Stone Gallery, 18 Short Rd., Greensville.
Open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Tuesday to Friday; and 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday. Call 905-627-0981.

Paletta Lakefront Park, 4250 Lakeshore Rd.,
Burlington. Visit www.burlington.ca or call 
905-632-7809, ext. 3.

❚ Works from City of Burlington’s complete col-
lection of Robert Bateman’s reproduction prints.

Potters’ Guild of Hamilton and Region. Go to

www.hamiltonpotters.ca

❚ 2005 spring sale from 3 to 10 p.m. on April 29,
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. on April 30 and from noon
to 4 p.m. on May 1 at the Dundas Community
Centre, Dundas. Free admission and parking.

Princeton and District Museum, 25 Main St. S.,
Princeton. Call 519-458-8392 or e-mail
princetonmuseum@ocl.net

❚ New Art Exhibit: The Art of Isabel Churchward,
showing from May 7 to July 12. Opening recep-
tion takes place from 2 to 4 p.m on May 7.

❚ Cowan Gallery: A Woman’s Work is Never
Done, featuring a comical look at the time-
saving devices that were invented throughout
history to make a woman's life easier. Showing
until the end of June.

Royal Botanical Gardens, 680 Plains Rd. W.,
Burlington. Go to www.rbg.ca or call 905-
527-1158, ext. 276.

❚ Sila: Clue in to climate change, a national trav-
elling multimedia exhibit produced by the Cana-
dian Museum of Nature until April 30.

Redeemer Gallery, Redeemer University 
College, 777 Garner Rd. E., Ancaster. Call 905-
648-2313, ext. 4523.

6th Annual Southwest Hamilton Artists Stu-
dio Tour, featuring 10 studios and 18 artists,
takes place from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on May 7 and 8.
Call 905-528-9350.

sublimatus gallery, 241 James St. N. Open 3 to 
8 p.m. on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday and
from noon to 5 p.m. on Saturday. Call 905-
527-4960; www.sublimatus.com; or e-mail
zena@sublimatus.com.

Transit Gallery, 230 Locke St. S. Call 905-
522-1299 or go to transitgallery.ca

❚ Hammered out, poetry related to the arts, April
21, 7 p.m. This issue is dedicated to the memory
of Hamilton artist Robert Mason (1933-2005).

❚ Dawn White-Beatty: Sea Notes, featuring
drawings, monoprints and papers made from
sea grasses and wrack-line findings, small sea
treasure boxes, books embedded with sea
things; tide pools and ocean bottoms, shells and
sea creatures find their way into the works,
along with poem fragments and wet words.
Showing until May 1.

❚ New paintings by John Kennedy in the lower
gallery.

Village Gallery and Graphics, 17 Main St. S.,
Waterdown. Open 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday to
Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday. Call 905-
689-1688.

❚ A Body of Work: Egg Tempera and Acrylic paint-
ings by Ross Dreveny. Showing until April 30.

❚ Through These Eyes … Images of Flamborough:
watercolour paintings, drawings and digital art
by Ronald Bruce. Showing from May 6 to 21.

❚ Works by area artists.

you me gallery, 330 James St. N. Open noon to 
5 p.m., Wednesday to Friday and noon to 6 p.m.
on Saturday and Sunday. Send e-mail to
btk@hwcn.org or call 905-523-7754.

❚ Works by regional artists in the kitchen
gallery.

❚ Twelve Moons — art and poetry exhibit by
Annie Mandlsohn and Ellen Jaffe. Showing from
April 29 to May 1 (weekend only). Opening re-
ception, with poetry reading, takes place from
7 to 9 p.m. on April 29.

❚ Jim Chambers Photographs: James St. North
1976/2005. Showing from May 6 to June 12.
Opening reception from 7 to 10 p.m. on May 6.

Dance
Local
Opening Soon
An Evening With Evelyn Hart and Rex Harring-
ton Canada’s ballet superstars come back to the
Dofasco Centre for the Arts, 190 King William St.
May 22 at 7 p.m. Also features Robert Glumbek
and Roberto Campanelli, as well as the perform-
ers of ProArteDanza. Presented by Canadian Bal-
let Youth Ensemble. Tickets $39 plus GST. VIP
tickets including pre-show talk by Gary Smith
and post-show reception and dinner $200. Call
905-522-7529.

Dances of India — Sri Laasya Kalakendra dance
school presents Bharatanatyam Sandhya, an
evening of artistic instruction and spiritual 
enlightenment, hosted by Alakananda. Also,
Sumona Roy presents Basante: The Welcoming
of Spring, performed in the Odissi classical style.
Performances take place at 7 p.m. on May 7 at
the Hamilton Conservatory for the Arts, 126
James St. S. (905-528-4020), as part of Raga
Music School’s Spirit of South Asia festival se-
ries. Tickets $10. Call 905-529-7865, 905-383-
1060.

Out of Town
Now Playing
The National Ballet of Canada presents the
world première of James Kudelka’s An Italian
Straw Hat. Opens May 1 and continues May 11 
to 15. Evenings at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Saturday
and Sunday matinees at 2 p.m.  Martine Lamy
gives her final performances with The National
Ballet in Etudes on a Triple Bill with Kudelka’s
Musings and Balanchine’s Rubies May 4 to 8.
Evenings at 7:30 p.m. Matinees Saturdays and
Sundays at 2 p.m. (Lamy does not dance at every
performance.) Hummingbird Centre, Front
Street, Toronto. Tickets $36 to $126. Call 1-866-
345-9595.

CITYLIFECITYLIFECITYLIFE

BY JAMES HAYASHI-TENNANT

Rock ’n’ roll doesn’t always age gracefully.  There
are a few exceptions, but for the most part, these
exceptions prove the rule.

Count Ian Blurton as one of the exceptions. No,
he’s not particularly old, but he has been making
rock music since 1982, when he co-founded leg-
endary indie kings Change of Heart.  

Since Change of Heart disbanded in 1997, Blur-
ton has become a producer (Tricky Woo, Weak-
erthans) and continued to play. With each release,
Blurton – via his group Blurtonia – has focused
his vision. With his most recent outfit, C’mon, he
seems to have hit the mark … and then split his
own arrow.

Yes, it’s that good. C’mon’s 2004 debut Mid-
night Is The Answer is a collection of lean, mean
rock songs that carry the spirit of everything from

the Stooges to AC/DC.  Yet C’mon doesn’t pay
homage to any one influence — instead, they
douse their heroes in gasoline and burn ’em as fu-
el.

The power trio known as C’mon features
drummer Randy Curnew, who played in Blurto-
nia’s last incarnation.  It also features Katie Lynn
Campbell, formerly of notorious southern rock-
ers Nashville Pussy.

Together, C’mon is a creative unit; the focus is
not on Blurton but on the group as a whole.

“This is really more of a ‘band’ band,” says Blur-
ton.  “In Blurtonia, I would write the song and de-
mo it myself.  Now I bring a skeleton  in and we’ll
work on it as a band. Katie, she’s a really good
bulls**t detector and she likes to trim the fat, so
just having her around changes the songwriting
process.”

Blurton’s enthusiasm for C’mon doesn’t mean
that he has left his career as a producer.  Recently
he worked with Hamilton metal act Cursed, as
well as labelmates The Mark Inside.

The Mark Inside, who share the bill with C’-
mon this week, have created quite a stir recent-
ly, even opening up arena shows for Velvet Re-
volver.

“They’re a wicked band,” Blurton says of The
Mark Inside.  “I’m a big fan of stuff like the Yard-
birds in ’67, that era, and they very much remind
me of that.  Although they are probably sick of me

drunkenly saying that to them at the end of every
night.”  

James Hayashi-Tennant is a local writer
and program director at 93.3 CFMU FM.

Rock without rolls of fat

a look at what’s happening in and around the city

Pavlo Simtikidis has done pretty
well for a guy who grew up amid

the souvlaki pits of Toronto’s Greek-
town.

Known as simply Pavlo when he’s
on stage with his band playing his
nouveau Mediterranean meld — it’s
kind of a cross between flamenco
and bouzouki music — he’s fash-
ioned himself a fairly lucrative inter-
national career.

Some of this is due to the fact that
Pavlo is a hardworking and talented
guitarist with a keen sense of how to
make people enjoy themselves. If all
else fails, he’ll coax audience mem-
bers up to the stage to dance with
him. 

He’s also what some women might
describe as a “hottie” — he’s never
short of dance partners.

But into every life a little good for-
tune must fall. And — to be honest —
Pavlo has had more than his fair
share. As a matter of fact, good for-
tune has passed his way so often
you’ve got to wonder where he hides
all those horseshoes. I mean some of
them have to be really big horse-
shoes. For example:

HHoorrsseesshhooee  NNoo..  11:: We’ll call this
“the stolen riff” horseshoe. It was-
n’t the first horseshoe thrown
Pavlo’s way and it probably won’t be
the last, but it’s certainly the biggest.

A couple of years ago, Pavlo was
listening to the radio when he heard
rapper R. Kelly’s latest smash hit.
Kelly is the kind of lowlife megastar
who would steal a guitar riff off
somebody’s album — not just the
notes but the actual recording —

loop it through one of his songs  27
times and figure he could get away
without paying for it. That’s just
what Kelly did with the key motif off
Pavlo’s Fantasia (pronounced Fant-
a-see-a). He put it on a song called
Fiesta and then sold a few million
copies of it. Kelly must have thought
a no-name independent artist from
Canada would never notice. Boy, was
he wrong. As soon as Pavlo heard Fi-
esta, he hired a lawyer and threat-
ened to take Kelly and his gawdawful
collection of mink coats to the clean-
ers. Kelly magnanimously — yes, I’m
being facetious — gave Pavlo 25 per
cent of the  royalties off the multi-
million-selling song. So far, Pavlo
has reaped $700,000 from the deal.

“It’s not something I ever had in
my game plan,” Pavlo says. “It just
happened.”

HHoorrsseesshhooee  NNoo..  22:: This one’s the
“Lana Turner memorial horseshoe,”
for reasons to be explained later.

You’ve got to be in the right place
at the right time. The time was Au-
gust, the place was a retail conven-
tion in San Diego. Pavlo was per-
forming there when a Wal-Mart
vice-president took a liking to the
show. He decided then and there
that the world’s biggest retail chain
should stock this relatively obscure
Canadian guitarist.

Pavlo released his 1999 Canadian
CD Fantasia in the United States and
then, two months ago, started tour-
ing Wal-Mart stores, flashing his
Mediterranean Eyes (it’s a song) and
serenading all those middle Ameri-
can shoppers with red-hot flamen-
co. The tour helped place the album
on 50 smooth jazz stations in the
U.S. and pushed it to No. 6 on Bill-

board’s world music chart. It quickly
fell off the chart when the tour end-
ed, but expect it back on soon. Pavlo
is touring another string of U.S.
Wal-Marts this week.

“Wal-Mart normally carries only
top-40 stuff,” Pavlo says. “It’s un-
precedented that they actually got
behind me, an instrumental artist
from Canada, of all places.”

Unprecedented and really lucky —
the musical equivalent, perhaps, of
Lana Turner getting discovered
serving sodas at a Hollywood ice
cream parlour.

HHoorrsseesshhooee  NNoo..  33::  This is the “You
can’t be stupid if you’re this naive”
horseshoe and it explains how Pavlo
got one of the top managers in the
country to launch his career. 

The year was 1998. Pavlo was fairly
new to the music business, having
just made his first self-produced
record. He was looking for places to
play, not an easy task for a guy who
plays a flamenco guitar like it was a
bouzouki.

“I opened up the paper one day
and saw that Gordon Lightfoot was
playing Massey Hall,” he laughs. “I
said ‘OK, I think we might share the
same demographic’.”

Not realizing that Lightfoot hadn’t
performed with an opening act in 16
years, Pavlo picked up the phone and

called Lightfoot’s office. 
Barry Harvey, Lightfoot’s crusty

righthand man, took the call and, to
his credit, didn’t laugh at the brash
young man on the other end of the
line. He even offered to listen to a CD
that Pavlo delivered in person 30
minutes later. Harvey passed it to
Lightfoot’s other manager, Bernie
Fiedler, who the very next week of-
fered to take on Pavlo as a client. 

Pavlo never got to play with Light-
foot, but he did get a national tour
opening for Fiedler’s other client,
Liona Boyd.

HHoorrsseesshhooee  ttoo  ccoommee::  If it happens,
it’ll be called the “big fat Greek
horseshoe.” The father of My Big Fat
Greek Wedding star Nia Vardalos
took in one of Pavlo’s shows and, just
like the Wal-Mart guy, took a shine
to the music.

He introduced Pavlo to his movie
star daughter and the two have
struck up a great friendship. If his
luck holds, Pavlo will be on the
soundtrack of her next movie, maybe
even have a cameo role.

But don’t forget none of this would
have happened if Pavlo wasn’t a good
guitarist ... with Mediterranean Eyes
... who likes to dance.

grockingham@thespec.com 
905-526-3331

Pavlo’s big fat
Greek helping
of Lady Luck
Fortunate accidents of fate

for flamenco strummer
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Pavlo Simtikidis (simply Pavlo when he’s on stage) is hardworking and talented
but he’s also had some luck along the way.

Continued on next page

Showtime
Who: Pavlo
When: Friday, May 6, at 8 p.m.
Where: Hamilton Place Studio Theatre
Tickets: $29.50 at Copps Coliseum
box office or through Ticketmaster

GRAHAM ROCKINGHAM

Showtime
What: C’mon, with The Mark Inside
When: Tonight, 8 p.m. 
Where: The Underground, 41 Catharine St. N.
Cost: $8  at the door

One of Ian Blurton’s latest projects is The Mark
Inside, above. The band will open for C’mon
tonight at the Underground.

g13-ian
1:loge


